Understanding the World Curriculum Overview — Progression in skills

Nursery
Topic Key skills Week 1 Week 2 Week 3 Week 4 Week 5 Week 6 Week 7
Seasons and | Autumn |Use all their
materials 1 senses in
hands-on
Enquiry: exploration
Observation of "at!”a'
) materials.
over time Explore
collections of
materials with
similar and/or
different
properties.
Materials Autumn (Talk about the
and animals 2 differences
between
Enquiry: materials
Identify and changes
! they notice.
grou!:)erg and Begin to
classifying understand the
need to respect
and care
for the natural
environment
and all living
things.




Animals and
materials

Enquiry:
Research

Spring 1

Talk about the
differences
between
materials

and changes
they notice.
Explore how
things work.
Understand the
key features of
the life cycle of
a

plant and an
animal.

Seasons and

Spring 2

Talk about the

materials differences
between
Enquiry: materials
. and changes
Comparative ;
. they notice
testing
Planting and | Summer |Explore and talk
animals 1 about different
forces they
can feel.
Plant seeds and
care for
growing plants.
Enquiry:
Pattern-
seeking
Animals Summer (Explore and talk
2 about different

forces they
can feel.




a

Understand the
key features of
the life cycle of

plant and an
animal.

Begin to
understand the
need to respect
and care

for the natural
environment

and all living
things.
Reception
Topic Week 1 Week 2 Week 3 Week 4 Week 5 Week 6 Week 7 Week 8
All about me | Autumn1 Transition
Seasons and Week
Materials
Animals and Autumn 2
materials.
Bonfire night
Enquiry:
Identify,




grouping and
classifying

Geography
Maps

Animals and
seasons

Enquiry:
Research

Spring 1

People who
help us
Materials

Enquiry:
Pattern-
seeking

Spring 2

Spring
Animals

Enquiry:
Observation
over time

Summer 1

Materials
Seasons

Enquiry: Fair
testing

Summer 2

(Link to
scientist)




